CHAPTER II
THE PERMANENT REVOLUTION
THE  RENEWAL  OF THE  ELITE
WHAT is the elite? Who belong to it? From what sources
is it kept up to strength? It is not surprising if the
oligarchies of the new despotic systems are seated less firmly
in their positions of power than those of the older and better
balanced systems of government, Bolshevism is not alone in
suffering the annihilation of the whole of its old guard, the
whole of the old and tried revolutionaries. Hitler, in his speech
of July 13th, 1934, called the elite of his revolutionary bands,
who had been destroyed by his order on June 30th, "sons of
chaos." In that speech he made the statement that there were
bodies of paid revolutionary troops "whose character and
purpose in life were illuminated by nothing more effectively
than by the simply appalling lists of convictions of elements
that had been admitted into them." In what respect do the
present elite differ from the standard of those personal oppo-
nents of Hitler's? Hess, the Deputy to the Leader, thought fit,
in a speech to a soldier audience, to appeal for sympathetic
indulgence toward the weaknesses of certain of the older
members of the National Socialist elite, working up to the argu-
ment that but for these excellent members, with all their
defects, officers and army would not be there and Germany
would not be where she then stood, Those who accepted the
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